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arrived they came face to face with the German heavy tanks,
which were followed by lighter tanks accompanying the infantry
and escorted by large numbers of aeroplanes.
" It is a new type of tank warfare, like a naval or air battle"
the general said. " Our tanks engage tlie German nose to nose,
manoeuvring for a flank attack and firing their shells at point-blank
range of a few hundred yards. It is all over in a few minutes.
Even tanks cannot last under such close-range fire ; they are either
sunk or maimed."
A young captain, the son of a well-known general, who alone
destroyed twelve German tanks in about as many minutes, said:
** We went out with our heavy tanks to meet the Germans, as
we heard they were moving to attack. I was separated from the
others and suddenly, as I came over the brow of a hill, I found
twelve German tanks coming up towards me on the road. The
nature of the ground prevented them from manoeuvring right or
left to outflank me, so we went ahead and knocked one after
another on the head in turn. Some caught fire, and all ivere
destroyed with their crews."
There was, however, more to it than that. I had
asked the General what would happen if the Germans
broke through on the Somme and the Aisne, on what
was Weygand's new line. He shrugged his shoulders
and refused to answer. He was not going to deny the
possibility. ** This/* he said, " is a mechanical war*
It is only with machines that we can beat the enemy.
Our soldiers are just as brave as the German, even
braver, but it is the machines that win."
That is what the world should have been told : " It
is the machines that win." The French General Staff
should have learnt it twenty years before, but having